
With a cutting force of more than
3000 tonnes, the custom-made
31-tonne GXT 2555R scrap shear
is believed to be the most powerful
demolition scrap shear ever built.

“IN THE FEW WEEKS WE HAVE
SEEN IT IN ACTION THE RESULTS

HAVE BEEN EYE-WATERING”

As Steven Vale reports, Liberty Industrial has 
taken delivery of the world’s largest scrap shear
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ith a cutting force of more than 

3000 tonnes, the custom-made 

31-tonne Genesis GXT2555R is 

believed to be the most powerful 

demolition scrap shear ever built. The monster 

shear stands nearly 8m tall, its jaws open 1.4m 

and it is easily capable of slicing through a 

1.2m steel beam in a single bite. The custom-

designed attachment was commissioned for 

the Australian fi rm Liberty Industrial for use 

on their Liebherr R994 demo rig.

Liberty’s 230-tonne R994 was featured 

in these pages two years ago and is believed 

to be the largest demo rig in the southern 

hemisphere. It was bought from a coal mine 

in Australia with 20,000 hours on its clock 

to undertake a demolition project on a 

redundant briquette iron plant in Western 

Australia. In addition to its standard 13cu.m 

bucket, Liberty equipped their R994 with a 

custom-built 14-tonne grapple. Since then it 

has undertaken a number of large industrial 

demolition projects throughout Australia.

While Liberty was waiting for the giant scrap 

shear to arrive they decided to give their R994 a 

major revamp, the fi nishing touch being a new 

coat of paint. The combination of a 450lit/min 

hydraulic fl ow and a 1273hp 37.8-litre Cummins 

V12 engine is plenty powerful enough to 

operate the world’s largest demo shear.

FIRST PROJECT
The extreme shear was ordered to help to 

demolish the 1960s-built Munmorah coal-fi red 

power station in New South Wales, which was 

decommissioned in 2014. The removal of the 

1400megaWatt plant is the largest power 

station demolition project ever to be carried 

out in Australia.

The demolition project started mid-2016 

and is expected to be completed by 

September 2018, when the site will be cleared 

to ground level. 

All structures on 

the site including 

the power station 

building, coal 

plant buildings, 

overland conveyors, 

overground pipelines and the two 155m-tall 

chimney stacks are being removed.

The shear is currently processing large 

structural steel members associated with the 

heavy boilers, turbine hall, precipitators and 

the fi lter fabric structures. It is anticipated that 

up to 30,000 tonnes of steel from the site will 

be recycled.
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Liberty Industrial director Clinton Dick 

reckons the refurbished R994 and the new 

GXT2555R combine to make the most 

formidable demolition rig anywhere on 

the planet and said, “In the few weeks we have 

seen it in action the 

results have been 

eye-watering.”

The rationale 

behind such an 

extreme combination 

is that large and 

heavy structures can be demolished 

without the need to pre-weaken them.

Fellow director Simon Gill said, 

“Reducing the need for working at 

height and the removal of personnel 

from the demolition work face has 

been the cornerstone of our risk 

minimisation strategy.”
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